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Thank you and good afternoon. Thank you to Zeyno and Hudson for having me. I am going to speak about Morocco and I will structure my remarks in four parts. The first part will be called “The Big Surprise.” The second part will be called “Why the result?” The third part will have the thought-provoking title “Moderates? I don’t think so.” And the fourth part will discuss the relationship between the Justice and Development Party and the US. 

The Big Surprise

The participation rate was 37 percent for the September 7 elections even though 80 percent of the electorate had picked up their voting cards. So a lot of people ended up not going to vote. The Justice and Development Party (in French, the PJD) won 46 seats. This is four seats more than it received in 2002 election. Only this time the party doubled the number of candidates it was putting forward. Most of its leaders were shooting for 70 to 80 seats—and that was a conservative goal. The PJD was projected to win 47 percent of the vote in the 2006 parliamentary elections, according to a poll by the International Republican Institute. Many people in the West were expecting the PJD to win in a landslide. This included not only those in the US, but also many in France and Spain. Some in the Spanish press even sounded disappointed by the PJD’s performance the day after the elections.
Why this Result?
The PJD in Morocco had an identity problem. Its members wanted to present themselves as moderates, comparing themselves with the Turkish AKP and even with the German Christian Democrats. They were emphasizing the issue of moderation so much—basically in order to charm the West—that they lost their appeal to their base. They were neither Islamic enough nor democratic enough for Moroccan voters. 

In addition, before the election, the PJD experienced internal dissent between the classical Islamists and the moderate ones. Many people asked themselves whether they should run or not. This is the classical Islamist dilemma: should I participate in elections or stay in opposition and try to overthrow the monarchy through other means? That is exactly what the more radical party, Justice and Good Deeds (in Arabic, Al-Adl wal-Ihsan), headed by Sheikh Yassine was calling for: a boycott of the elections. This party is allegedly more popular than the PJD, so you have to put things in perspective when considering the loyalty of Islamists in Morocco. Participating in the elections alienated many of the PJD’s more conservative base.
Another reason for the Islamists’ defeat is the fact that there were 33 parties running in the election. The King ensured that none of those would get a substantial majority of the votes. This is not to say that the elections were not fair, only the King still made sure through other means. 
Moderates? I don’t think so
It is a mistake to call the PJD a moderate party. They appear moderate, they look very elegant and very Western and always start their speeches with discussions on universal values, democracy, respect for freedom, etc. But then, they promote retrograde values; they attack women, non-moral festivals, and many other things.
For example, in a pre-election meeting on September 2nd and 3rd, two of the Justice and Development leaders said in a speech that they wanted to: “cut the heads of the deprived.” That does not sound very moderate to me.
Also, the PJD’s unofficial newspaper, At-Tajdid (Renewal), is full of anti-Western and anti-Semitic writings. For instance, At-Tajdid explained the December 2004 tsunami that affected Asian countries as a punishment sent by God because they were not true Muslims. The paper even implied that Morocco might be next for the same reason. 

Also, during one of the party conventions, one of the speakers said that Hurricane Katrina was a gift of Heaven.  

Now we are getting to the crux of the problem: the party’s links to terrorism. If you visit At-Tajdid’s website, you will see a link to Sheikh [Yusuf] Qaradawi’s Union of Good. This Union of Good is an umbrella organization of Hamas funding-charities, five of which are listed by the US treasury as special designated global terrorist entities. Interestingly, Mustafa Khalfi, editor in chief of At-Tajdid, was awarded a prestigious 2005/2006 Fulbright Scholarship to the United States, where he was a Fellow at the Carnegie Endowment and worked on Capitol Hill for six months.

There are other links to terror. After the May 2003 Casablanca bombings that killed 45 people, Moroccan police arrested the treasurer of the PJD for his alleged involvement in the attack. In September 2006 a terrorist cell headed by Hassan Khattab was broken up. This cell included society women, two of whom were wives of Royal Air Morocco pilots, members of the military, two imams, and even policemen. Khattab was allegedly initiated in Islamism by party members of PJD, including the director of At-Tajdid.
US Relations with the PJD
I cannot understand the continuing support of the US for the PJD in the face of the fact that they clearly hate us and attack us constantly. For example, the US Ambassador in Morocco has been regularly meeting with PJD leaders. When the King learned of this, he was quite displeased. Now the Ambassador must alert the King before meeting with other political leaders. Right after the 2003 attacks, most political leaders and King Mohammed VI favored banning the PJD because of their incitement of violence and hatred. Interestingly, it was the US ambassador who pressured the King to give up this idea.
In conclusion, the defeat of the PJD in the elections is a very good sign. Common wisdom would seem to indicate that if Islamists are allowed to run in a free election in the Middle East, they would win in a landslide. This proves that this is not the case. However, Islamism is far from dead in Morocco; it is a bottom-up phenomenon. This is due to the spread of Wahhabism preached in many Moroccan mosques. Saudi Arabia is very involved in Morocco.  Hassan II, the current King’s father, knew that by opening up the country to Saudi Arabian investment, it would mean the beginning of radicalization of the youth. He said it was necessary and he had no other choice. Yet, interestingly, he warned France not to do the same thing—that is, not to allow Saudi financing of French mosques. 
As of today, 2007 is shaping up be the worst year in Morocco with regard to terrorism. More disturbing, this terrorism has largely been of the homegrown variety. Even if the Justice and Development Party is on the verge of breaking up into smaller factions, there is still a risk for further suicide attacks in the near future. 

Olivier Guitta is founder of the foreign affairs and counterterrorism newsletter The Croissant. He has written extensively on Morocco, in particular regarding terrorism and radical Islam.
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