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SOLEDAD O'BRIEN, CNN: Continuing our top story coverage of the war on terror, a chilling new report that America's prisons are becoming a major breeding ground for Islamic terrorists. There are roughly two million people in U.S. prisons, six percent of them, we're told, are Muslim. The report is called "Out of the Shadows." It was done by George Washington University and the University of Virginia. 

The report concludes this, there aren't enough legitimately trained Islamic religious leaders to counsel all those Muslim prisoners and that leaves the prisoners open to extremists, who are teaching them distorted versions of the Koran, versions that advocate radicalism and violence. 

Let's turn to our top story panel. Somebody who converted to Islam while he was in prison is Imam Abu Qadir al-Amin. He's now a Muslim leader in San Francisco. Imam Mahdi Bray is the executive director of the Muslim American society "Freedom Foundation." He says the media is blowing all of this out of proportion. And Daveed Gartenstein-Ross. He says he was a member of a radical Islamic group that supplied extremist literature to prison inmates and that prisons are in fact fertile ground for recruiting terrorists. He's now a counter-terrorism consultant. 

Gentlemen, thanks for talking with me, appreciate it. Let's go through what the study says in a nutshell, shall we. They say the prison population, in that prison population, there are currently attempts to lure those prisoners to radical Islam. And even worse, because of all the funding reasons, the government's doing nothing about it. Let's begin with Imam al-Amin. You were incarcerated and serving time for murder. Were you aggressively courted at time to be a terrorist, sir? 

IMAM ABU QADIR AL-AMIN, SAN FRANCISCO MUSLIM LEADER: No sir, I wasn't. I became a Muslim because I saw Islam offering to me tools that would enable me to reform my life, to become better human being, and also to address conflicts that I had within my own personality that had allowed me or caused me to end up in prison in the first place. So Islam, I saw offered me the kind of disciplines to address my own actions, be accountable for my own behavior, as well as practicing the disciplines of Islam that made me a better human being. 

O'BRIEN: The findings of the report say this. They say jailhouse Islam is based on this cut and paste versions of the Koran, and it incorporates violent prison culture into religious practice, and the potential for radicalization of prison inmates in the U.S. poses a threat of unknown magnitude to the national security of the U.S. Do you think it's true, even if it wasn't the case in your situation, that U.S. prisons are frankly ripe breeding ground for extremists who want to come in and preach this jailhouse Islam that they're talking about? 

AL-AMIN: The information that I'm aware of, working with the California prison system, there are 30 chaplains who are hired by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation. They form an organization called the Muslim American Chaplain's Association. They are actually very well trained individuals, who are committed to teaching Islam from the Koran, respecting the debt that these individuals have to pay to society, trying to prepare them to become better citizens upon their release from prison. 

So I think there's perhaps a skewed study that promotes the prisons as being fertile ground for terrorism. I believe the opposite is true, that these individuals are actually trying to learn how to become better human beings, better fathers, better husbands. 

O'BRIEN: Well let's turn and ask Imam Bray, who spent a lot of time inside the prison. What was your experience Imam Bray? Did you see main stream clerics inside the prison? Because the report says, actually, it's kind of left, because of funding reasons, to kind of any old volunteer who wants to come, in including extremists. 

IMAM MAHDI BRAY, MUSLIM AMER. SOC. FREEDOM FOUND.: Well, you know, I think that's a problem for prison in terms of religiosity in general. But, however, I would say for the Federal Bureau of Prisons, that indeed the Federal Bureau of Prisons has a well disciplined chaplainty that deals with all faiths, in terms of Imams, Rabbis, and other ministers of Christian persuasion. 

So, therefore, it's quite systematic, in terms of what is being taught and what is being dealt with. I would say that the challenge always in prisons, and when it deals with religiosity, is indeed to be able to make sure that you have people who come in. Every Tom, Dick, or Harry shouldn't be able to come into a prison or jail. I think that certainly within the jail culture there aren't as much resources that would be there, because jails are very transitory, and they don't have a large budget that maybe a state Bureau of prisons would have or maybe the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 

However, once again, I do conquer with the Imam that indeed the study I think is somewhat skewed, however I would say also, again that, you know, in prisons and there's always opportunities for extremism. The FBI reports that probably one of the most predatious and dangerous organizations would be the Christian Identity Movement, better known as the Aryan Brotherhood. 

O'BRIEN: Yes, but you know, when you're talking about the Aryan Brotherhood, we're not talking about national security, we're not talking about homeland security, we're not talking about terrorism, to be perfectly frank. Let's turn to Daveed Gartenstein-Ross. You were, frankly, somebody who used to hand out extremist literature. You worked for a charity organization that donated money to al Qaeda. Were you recruiting prisoners for specific missions or was it more vague and more general than that? 

DAVEED GARTENSTEIN-ROSS, COUNTER-TERRORISM CONSULTANT: It was much more vague and general. At the time that I worked for the Al- Ahara (ph) Main Islamic Foundation, their goal wasn't to recruit terrorists from the prisons. 

Instead, they had extremist literature, which they sent in there, literature which had information about Jihad, including a translation of the Koran that included a 22-page appendix entitled the Cult of Jihad, which was indeed an exhortation to violence. But their goal was much more ideological rather than specifically trying to recruit terrorists. However, by laying the seeds for that ideology, it allowed the kind of radicalism that could eventually cause someone to be more inclined to take part in a terrorist plot to take root in the prisons. 

O'BRIEN: It certainly is a fascinating study. Gentlemen, we're out of time. I thank you for joining me. 

BRAY: Can I jump in, please? 

O'BRIEN: You know, honestly, you cannot because we are right out of time. But I appreciate it, and obviously it's a topic for much further debate. Daveed Gartenstein-Ross joining us. Imam Mahdi Bray and Imam Abu Qadir al-Amin. Thank you, gentlemen, I appreciate it.
