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COLMES: A new report reveals that al Qaeda now has its own 24-hour television station, known as Al-Zawraa, which broadcasts from a secret location in Syria. The station, which in Arabic means First Channel, broadcasts terrorist propaganda and western antiwar material, including Michael Moore's film, "Fahrenheit 9/11".

Joining us now is a correspondent for Pajamas (ph) Media and senior journalism terrorist analyst for Girard Group International, Daveed Gartenstein-Ross.

Welcome. Good to have you on the show. What do we know about this? And is it true that Egypt is providing the satellite time? Do we or are we negotiating with Egypt to try to change this a little bit? 

DAVEED GARTENSTEIN-ROSS, GERARD GROUP INTERNATIONAL: What we know about this is this was a station set up by the Islamic Army of Iraq. They're a former Ba'athist group that professes a conversion to radical Islam, to a bin Laden-ized type of theology.

And originally, it was being broadcast only out of Iraq. But the U.S. Army managed to, and the Iraqis managed to shut down the station from which it was being broadcast.

However, that didn't end up being as salutary as we'd hoped, in that that ended up pushing it out of Iraq into Syria, where it's now being broadcast via a satellite that has a much greater reach than Al-Zawraa had before.

That's not good for us. Because in North Africa and also in the Gulf Arab states you have a lot of people who are hungry for this propaganda coming out of Iraq.

As to the Egyptian government, the satellite that this is being broadcast out of, Nilesat, is basically administered by the Egyptian government. So according to media analysts who I consulted in looking into this, it doesn't run any material that's considered to be unfavorable to Egypt.

To that extent, Egypt would have the ability to shut them down Al- Zawraa, but thus far they haven't done so.

COLMES: You know, is our State Department involved in any kind of talks to say look, you're aiding terrorists by doing this?

GARTENSTEIN-ROSS: I spoke to someone at State, and his comment was a fairly obscure one. He says the U.S. strongly supports the Iraqi efforts to work with Egypt to shut down Al-Zawraa.

What that means, I think, is that Egypt has been uncooperative and that we don't want to cause any sort of diplomatic incident over this. But you know, sometimes the State Department's language can be a little bit hard to broach.

COLMES: What kind of effect do we really believe these television stations can have?

GARTENSTEIN-ROSS: I think it can have a pretty enormous effect. You know, the power of what's going on visually is very big. That's one of the reasons that Al Jazeera had been a matter of concern for the United States for some time.

One of the big stories of the past year is al Qaeda is getting increasingly sophisticated in its propaganda efforts. They've been using the Internet much more frequently, issuing far more statements than they had before.

And now for the very first time they have their own 24-hour television station. I think over the month that it's been broadcasting, it's hard to say empirically what the effect is. But you have to think that over time it will help them.

COLMES: I understand there's also a station broadcasting anti-Sunni rhetoric. There are stations -- we're calling them terrorist, though even on the other side. So you've got to wonder how many of these outfits are there, and do they cancel each other out?

GARTENSTEIN-ROSS: Well, I mean, overall, I would think that they would have a complementary effect. One of the things al Qaeda wants in the country is chaos.

So to the extent that Al-Zawraa broadcast a great deal of anti-Shia sentiment, it's not that the anti-Sunni sentiment being broadcast over certain Shia stations will cancel it out. Instead that just makes the two factions more angry at each other and plays into the hands of the enemy.

STEYN: Daveed, you say that al Qaeda is getting more sophisticated in its use of the medium, but they've been sophisticated now for about 10 years. They had a publicity director for Osama bin Laden 10 years ago. How come we're still playing catch-up on this?

GARTENSTEIN-ROSS: That is an excellent question. And I think that there are multiple causes for that. I'd say at its core, one of the reasons that we're playing catch-up is because we haven't made, on a policy making level, the concerted effort to understand the enemy that we really should be making.

To that extent, one of the things we've been doing is really keeping religion out of the equation as a factor to consider.

If you look at these al Qaeda groups, if you look at their manifestos, they frame this conflict in explicitly religious rhetoric. We need to understand the way the enemy thinks far better than we do. Because they come from a different cultural context than we do.

I think our understanding of that culture, our understanding of al Qaeda's theology, is far too limited for to us have a good informational effort against them at this time.

STEYN: Don't we also need to frame it in Syrian times? I mean, these guys are just across the border. The Syrians have been allowing these forces to subvert Iraq for three years now.

Wouldn't it be just easier to deal with it through Syria, rather than through one of our duplicitous allies like Egypt?

GARTENSTEIN-ROSS: Well, yes, dealing with it through Syria would -- is one thing, and that -- we should have been doing a long time ago in terms of making clear the linkages between the Syrian government and the insurgency, the support that it's been providing, both explicit and also implicit, by allowing the insurgents to use the space in Syria.

But the easiest thing to do in this case, because we don't know where the satellite uplink is, is to convince Egypt that they should no longer allow this to broadcast over Nilesat.

STEYN: Yes, but they are openly being uncooperative, and they're paying no price for it. Isn't this the problem all around, that our so- called friends seem to feel no need to be friendly?

GARTENSTEIN-ROSS: That is a problem. When your friends are not respecting you, and are quite clearly not taking your concerns seriously. When this is far more than just anti-U.S. rhetoric. This is directly enemy propaganda being set up by a group that's part of the Mujahideen Shurah Council, a Council of Sunni insurgent groups that includes al Qaeda.

The fact that Egypt isn't taking that seriously is a big problem. Especially considering that the $2 billion per year that we give to Egypt ought to give us some sort of leverage with them.

STEYN: Yes, and what about this other point, too? That I mean, obviously, we're not used to dealing with suicide bombers and road side explosives and things. But this is the media capital of the world. How come these guys running around the desert seem actually to be better and more sophisticated at propaganda than the country that invented Hollywood and radio and motion pictures and TV and all the rest of it.

GARTENSTEIN-ROSS: That gets back to my point about the lack of cultural understanding. The enemy has really been unable to frame this conflict for a lot of people within the Middle East.

It seems to a lot of Middle Easterners that the choice they have is between the theology of al Qaeda and the version of Sharia law -- that's Islamic law -- that they want to bring.

And on the other hand, you have "Baywatch" as the other alternative. And when faced with "Baywatch" or burkas, a lot of people are going to choose burkas. We haven't done an adept job at recasting that and showing the values that we offer other than that kind of materialistic sort of benefits. And that is a big mistake on our part.

COLMES: Burkas over "Baywatch"? Anyway, thank you for being with us. I can't believe that.

Coming up a Christmas controversy erupts in California, and figure skater Sasha Cohen finds herself in the middle.

And later, a frightening 9/11 call leads to an outrageous courtroom outburst, and it's all caught on tape.

All still to come on "Hannity & Colmes."
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