Disclosures from the Holy Land trial placed a lot of what we already knew into a different context. I’m going to discuss three well publicized example that illustrate how the Brotherhood’s grand plan for its US activity was put into practice.

Let’s start 10 years before Mohammed Akram discussed the civilization-jihadist process sabotaging western civilization from within - as Doug just described - when another jihadist drew up his own blueprint for American infiltration and espionage.

The charter for “The Center for Studies, Intelligence and Information”  emphasized the role it said  the Islamic movement in North America could play at the center of what it described as "the Zionist and Christian organizations and other similar organizations that plan and work to undermine the pillars of Islam and the Islamic Movement in our countries."
The document is dated in 1981 and outlines a structure for building everything from social and political departments to methods of surveillance and spying to the use of codes to avoid detection. It discusses military training and envisions a Department of Information with outposts spread across major US cities.

Federal agents found this document in 1995 when they searched the Tampa home of Sami Al-Arian, then a University of South Florida computer science professor. He couldn’t explain why he kept this blueprint for 14 years, but waved it off as meaningless -- the product of kids at a summer camp.

Some kids. Again, this charter detailed roles for divisions of studies, intelligence and military affairs. The military division would plan training, quote "by taking advantage of the circumstances accessible for training in this country." 
Alexis Collins, a federal prosecutor, called this charter ”a trade craft manual for running an intelligence organization from a university." 
Now, The Palestine Committee in the HLF trial included a think tank called the United Association for Studies and Research. It was run by Ahmed Youssef, a man who works today as spokesman for the deposed Hamas Prime Minister, Ismael Haniyeh.
 In Tampa, Al-Arian established a center called the World and Islam Studies Enterprise, or WISE. It housed no less than three members of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad governing board. And it received substantial funding from a Saudi-financed think-tank in Herndon that remains under federal investigation for possible terror support. That think tank, the International Institute for Islamic Thought, has its own Muslim Brotherhood links. As Doug wrote with John Mintz in the Washington Post in 2004, “The IIIT network was set up in the 1980s largely by onetime Brotherhood sympathizers with money from wealthy Saudis, Muslim activists said.”
I start with this because it shows how long those with Muslim Brotherhood connections have contemplated using American freedoms to their benefit. None took advantage more than Sami Al-Arian. He was part of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, a Hamas rival. 
However, PIJ founders also started in the Muslim Brotherhood while students in Egypt. They split from the group when they became enamored of the Iranian Revolution. Al-Arian had clear Brotherhood ties which I’ll talk about in a minute.
From Mousa Abu Marzook to Abdelrahman Alamoudi to Sami Al-Arian, implementation of these plans led to the establishment of an Islamist force in American politics cut short only by law enforcement intervention. Between the Palestine Committee and Al-Arian’s operation, the leadership of both major Palestinian terrorist and rejectionist groups – those who deliberately set out to destroy Oslo, spent the late 1980s and early 1990s building support networks here in America. I’ve already mentioned Marzook and his think tank director, Ahmed Youssef. 

For the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Secretary General Ramadan Shallah basically hid out at the University of South Florida for a few years. 

I’m going to spend a little time summarizing the activities of these and others and where they were tripped up.
Let’s start with Mousa Abu Marzook, who is a pivotal player in the HLF case.  
Marzook is the Hamas deputy political director. He came to America in 1981 to pursue an education, which culminated in a doctorate in engineering from a Louisiana correspondence school.  
When US officials deported him to Jordan in 1997, he left behind an extensive network of Islamist organizations working in charity, politics and public relations and academia. Each enjoyed widespread mainstream acceptance and each denied any connection to extremism, specifically to Hamas.
If you look at the entities that comprised the Palestine Committee – Marzook is the thread that binds them all together.  He was a board member for the Islamic Association for Palestine in 1989 and gave the IAP nearly $500,000.  He founded the United Association for Studies and Research, or UASR, which operated mostly from Springfield, Virginia.  He gave more than $200,000 to the Holy Land Foundation. And in 1994, Marzook convened a meeting in Mississippi to mediate a dispute between the HLF and Hamas member Mohammed Salah. According to government wiretaps, Marzook designated HLF over Salah as Hamas’s primary fund-raising arm in the U.S. 
Salah was jailed in Israel for funneling money to Hamas. He, along with the Holy Land Foundation and the IAP, was held liable for damages by a U.S. court for the Hamas murder of American David Boim in 1996. In addition, while acquitted of conspiracy charges for supporting Hamas, Salah is serving nearly two years in prison for lying under oath about his Hamas connections.

The current manifestation of Marzook’s time in America is the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), a purported “civil rights” group, which absorbed top leadership from both the IAP (Nihad Awad and Omar Ahmad) and UASR (Mohammed Nimr and Nabeel Sadoun).  Founded in 1994, CAIR publicly defended Marzook, attempting to spin the detention of the top Hamas official as a “civil rights” issue.  

Regarding the UASR think tank, Government Exhibit 3-5 from the Holy Land trial is a 1990 report of Palestine Committee activity.  For the UASR, the report notes that, quote, “Five books have been issued by the United Association for Studies & Research. They are currently being marketed to benefit the Intifada.”
And, to be clear about what that means, under the heading recommendations and suggestions, the report concludes - The Committee asks the Group for more moral support for this work and the Committee overseeing it as it represents its strong arm and the one which is specialized in defending the Islamic cause in Palestine and support for the emerging movement, the Hamas Movement.

All these Palestine Committee documents were seized from the home of Ismael Elbarrasse, a Muslim Brotherhood member who served as Marzook’s assistant in the US.
Marzook was arrested at JFK airport in New York in 1995 after some time abroad. Israel initially requested his extradition to face murder charges but later rescinded that request, leaving the US in an uncomfortable position of having no place to send a man it identified as the leader of a terrorist organization.

While in custody, Marzook gave a jailhouse interview to Steve McGonigle at the Dallas Morning News. According to McGonigle’s April 1996 story, Marzook told him, quote "There is no organization for Hamas outside Palestine at all."  

As we’ve seen, the Palestine Committee was alive and well at this point and created to advance the Hamas cause in America.
After Marzook’s arrest, other Islamist groups accepted as mainstream rallied to his cause…  Nihad Awad of the Council on American Islamic Relations – listed in a 1994 roster of Palestine Committee members -  organized a press conference three days later where he called the case “politically motivated” and part of a campaign orchestrated to serve as a wedge between America and Islamic countries.”

The following month, CAIR signed an open letter to then-Secretary of State Warren Christopher that railed against “the injustice that has prevailed against Dr. Marzook” and alleged that “our judicial system has been kidnapped by Israeli interests.” 
The letter added, “Dr. Abu Marzook is a political leader; no more, no less than any other political leader in the world…” Additionally, CAIR’s 1996 report on The Status of Muslim Civil Rights in the United States included Marzook’s arrest in its list of incidents of anti-Muslim bias and violence.

His role in Hamas was undisputed by then and remains so today.
Let’s move now to Abdelrahman Alamoudi – he’s serving a 23-year sentence for illegal financial dealings with Libya. As part of his guilty plea in 2004, Alamoudi admitted being a Director of Marzook’s think tank and to being affiliated with the Marzook Legal Fund - created in the wake the Hamas leader’s US detention. Alamoudi didn’t disclose those affiliations on naturalization papers, leading to an unlawful procurement of naturalization count against him. 
He’s also an unindicted co-conspirator in the HLF case, the first name listed among Muslim Brotherhood members in the United States. 
In 1990, Alamoudi founded the American Muslim Council and became its executive director. AMC became the country’s most prominent Islamic public advocacy organization in America.
And as a result,  Alamoudi arguably was the most influential Muslim political activist in America until his arrest in 2003. He was welcomed by Presidents Clinton and Bush.

He met with President Clinton and Vice President Gore in 1995 as part of a group of Muslim leaders. National Security Advisor Anthony Lake had Alamoudi back to the White House a month later. This is at a time Alamoudi already was publicly expressing his belief that Hamas was not a terrorist organization. When Marzook was arrested, Alamoudi was there calling the Hamas leader a “political prisoner” and labeling his detention an “insult to the Muslim community.” And as mentioned, Alamoudi helped the Marzook defense fund    raise money.
President Bush even stood side by side with Alamoudi at a prayer breakfast on September 14th, 2001. A year earlier, Alamoudi spoke at a rally in Lafayette Park, stoking up a cheering crowd  by saying Hear that, Bill Clinton, we are all supporters of Hamas … I wish they added that I am also a supporter of Hizballah. Anybody supports Hizballah here?

You can see this video on our website. In it, Mahdi Bray, executive director of the Muslim American Society (MAS) Freedom Foundation, is in the camera shot while Alamoudi speaks. MAS is another activist group that offers itself up as moderate. When Alamoudi invokes Hamas and Hezbollah, Bray raises his arms into the air, smiling. When asked about this recently, he passed it off as a laugh – that Alamoudi somehow was over the top and the crowd was laughing, not cheering him on

That was one in a series of Alamoudi’s fairly open statements in support terrorist groups and extremism. At an IAP conference in Chicago on Dec. 29, 1996, Alamoudi said: "I think if we were outside this country, we can say, 'Oh, Allah, destroy America,' but once we are here, our mission in this country is to change it ... You can be violent anywhere else but in America." 
Let’s go back to Doug’s presentation and the Brotherhood’s role in America: 

“The Ikhwan must understand that their work in America is a kind of grand Jihad in eliminating and destroying the Western civilization from within and "sabotaging" its miserable house by their hands and the hands of the believers so that it is eliminated and God's religion is made victorious over all other religions.”

An argument can be made that here, Alamoudi is implementing the plan spelled out several years earlir. We have a member of the Muslim Brotherhood in the US, speaking to the IAP, a member of the Palestine Committee, saying the mission in America is not violent jihad, but to change it from within. 
Remember, Palestine Committee and Muslim Brotherhood activity is not what got Alamoudi in trouble with the law. In his plea agreement, Alamoudi admits he and Libyan government officials discussed creating “headaches” and disruptions in Saudi Arabia. Later, Alamoudi learned that included a plot to assassinate Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah. Alamoudi recruited  participants for this plot by introducing the Libyans to two Saudi dissidents in London and facilitating the transfer of hundreds of thousands of dollars from the Libyans to those dissidents to finance the plot.

Alamoudi has pledged to cooperate with prosecutors. He was on the witness list in both the HLF and Al-Arian trials but was not called to testify.

 Like Alamoudi, Sami Al-Arian was becoming one of the nation’s most prominent Muslim political activists until his arrest. Like Alamoudi, he was welcomed at the White House and courted by political handlers. As a reporter in Tampa, I spent eight years investigating Al-Arian and his connections with the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. 
It was a strange experience. He was not widely known, even to those working with his think tank, when I started asking questions in 1995. He had an uncanny skill of turning every new disclosure to his advantage – he was the victim, a humble professor and family man singled out for his faith and ethnicity. His stature increased dramatically.
 He was arrested in 2003 for allegedly supporting the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. From day 1, he denied having anything to do with the PIJ. An FBI agent first asked him about it in 1991. Al-Arian denied any involvement. Three months later he was in Cleveland, being introduced at a fundraiser as the head of “the active arm of the Islamic Jihad Movement in Palestine” that used a charity name for “security reasons.”

When my new boss, Steven Emerson, interviewed him in 1994, Al-Arian even feigned ignorance about what those initials P-I-J mean. Yet earlier that year he was overheard on intercepted telephone calls battling the PIJ founder about the organization’s finances and his fears the group could disintegrate. Once in court, Al-Arian – through his lawyer – admitted what he had denied for a decade. He was a part of the Islamic Jihad.

Still, he was acquitted on eight counts against him and jurors hung on nine others, including racketeering conspiracy. 
It is important to note that every juror who spoke publicly after the verdict believed Al-Arian was part of the PIJ. They felt that wasn’t enough to convict him. Al-Arian avoided a retrial by  pleading guilty to providing goods and services to the Islamic Jihad. He should have been deported by now, but he’s in a jail not too far from here because he, like Abdelhaleem Ashqar in Chicago, refuses to testify before a federal grand jury investigating terrorism ties. In this case, it’s the International Institute of Islamic Thought, a think tank based in Herndon, Virginia that provided tens of thousands of dollars to WISE, Al-Arian’s think tank in Tampa that worked with USF faculty.
Al-Arian used that think tank for two significant purposes. It allowed him to give cover to two major Islamic Jihad operatives – current Secretary General Ramadan Shallah, and the group’s founding ideologue Basheer Nafi. 
Nafi has adamantly denied being a part of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, but then again, so did Al-Arian. In wiretapped phone calls, Nafi discusses PIJ internal business during the 1990s and routinely is mentioned by Al-Arian and others as a part of the PIJ governing board - its Shura Council. Al-Arian secured a work visa to have Nafi work in Tampa but in fact Nafi set up shop at the IIIT, a violation of his visa that prompted his 1996 deportation.

But the think tank also helped Al-Arian establish a network among American academics.

They were, and some like John Esposito at Georgetown, continue to be among his staunchest defenders. 

They weren’t bothered by a letter he wrote in 1995 celebrating a brutal double suicide bombing and seeking donations “so that operations such as these can continue.” After all, he said he never mailed it and why would anyone doubt a man like that? Nor did these academics, these researchers, pay much attention to the charter for the Center for Studies I mentioned at the outset.

We showed it to some security analysts when we received a copy through the Freedom of Information Act in 2001.  "What you've got here is a long-range outline for subversive action and propaganda against the United States," said Pat Lang, a former Middle East intelligence analyst at the Defense Intelligence Agency.

Again, the Center for Studies outline was dated 1981, predating both the existence of Hamas and the Palestine Committee. 
However, Al-Arian takes credit for helping found at least two other Muslim Brotherhood offshoots in the US – the Islamic Association for Palestine – from which CAIR’s founders emerged, and the Islamic Society of North America.

As I mentioned, Al-Arian is being held in contempt for refusing to testify before a grand jury investigating the IIIT. He argues his plea agreement included language that he would not cooperate with law enforcement. But a grand jury subpoena is not cooperation – it is compelled. So far, his efforts to avoid testifying on the basis that he is a convicted felon have not swayed the courts which have considered his appeals.

As always, he is being spun as the victim, this time of a vindictive prosecutor without a purpose. So, What would a grand jury want from Al-Arian? The IIIT provided Al-Arian’s think tank with at least $50,000. And, in one payment, then IIIT President  Taha Jaber Al-Alwani, wrote a letter calling WISE “a part of us and an extension of us” and specifically mentions by first name both Ramadan Shallah and PIJ spiritual leader Abdel Aziz Odeh along with Basheer Nafi.

“We never experienced any doubts about that,” Al-Awani wrote,  “since we knew you and we will continue like that.  And the matter of the financial support was never the basis of our relationship, for our relation added to the brotherhood of faith  - and Islam is an ideological and cultural concordance with the same objectives and all of your institutions are considered by us as ours.”

Al-Awani is now on the board of the Center for the Study of Islam and Democracy here in Washington. If he ever has been asked to explain these words and his relationship with PIJ members at WISE, I’m not aware of it.

Many of these documents came to light during a deportation fight involving Al-Arian’s brother in law, Mazen Al-Najjar. More than anything else, that fight was the foundation of Al-Arian’s emerging political power. And it, too, was built upon a  lie.

The fight was over the use of secret evidence keeping Al-Najjar in jail while he appealed a deportation order connected to having no visa and having entered into a sham marriage. 

Like Shukri Abu Baker, who claimed in a sworn declaration fighting the Treasury designation that he abhorred Hamas violence while working for a Hamas support committee, Mazen Al-Najjar testified under oath that he condemned the PIJ and its violence as the worst part of humanity. It later was shown that Al-Najjar served on the PIJ governing board.

But Al-Arian was clever enough to use his brother in law’s detention to his advantage. Again, he and his family were seen as victims. He lobbied Congress trying to ban the use of secret evidence and ,built alliances with civil libertarians and Christian groups. Soon he had Grover Norquist and Karl Rove courting him. Photographed with candidate George W. Bush in 2000, Al-Arian claimed credit for delivering the Muslim vote to the Republican nominee. He said that provided the difference in Florida and is the reason George W. Bush is president.
Al-Arian’s allies weren’t offended by his hidden behavior, but the judge who presided over his trial sure seemed to be. Judge James Moody went above prosecutors’ recommendations in sentencing Al-Arian to the maximum he could under the plea agreement. Moody called him “A master manipulator. You looked your neighbors in the eyes and said you had nothing to do with the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. This trial exposed that as a lie. Your back-up claim is that your efforts were only to provide charities for widows and orphans. That, too, is 
a lie. The evidence was clear in this case that you were a 
leader of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. You were on the 
board of directors and an officer, the secretary. Directors 
control the actions of an organization, even the PIJ; and 
you were an active leader.”
For the sin of being critical of Al-Arian, Moody was criticized by the professor’s allies as biased and mean spirited. In Dallas, the Muslim American Society, CAIR and others hailed the HLF  mistrial as a triumph and urged the government to drop the case. It has reached the point where people no longer are embarrassed to defend those who not only oppose peace, but who actively work to derail it. 

Just last month Abdelhaleem Ashqar was sentenced to 11 years in prison for refusing to testify before a federal grand jury investigations Hamas activities.  At his sentencing hearing, testimony from FBI agent Robert Bray disclosed the trove of Hamas material seized during a search of Ashqar’s home. Had he testified and done so truthfully it might have helped law enforcement focus on what documents were important and which were not. To do so, Ashqar said during a 90-minute statement would  mean becoming “a traitor or collaborator and that is something that I can't do and will never do as long as I live." 

Subsequently, CAIR, the Muslim American Society and others have decried his harsh sentence. None has taken issue with his comment that providing honest answers to US law enforcement is tantamount to being a traitor to his people.

What’s striking about these cases is the fact that they all involve acknowledged members of designated terrorist groups. In the past month, CAIR has pushed ticket sales for a sympathetic documentary about the Al-Arian case that spends no time on the facts behind it including his clear Islamic Jihad history. The Muslim American Society and CAIR encouraged people to attend Abdelhaleem Ashqar’s sentencing at MAS President Esam Omeish wrote to the judge urging a lenient sentence, saying he’s never seen anything radical about Ashqar.
They should be challenged to explain how these actions are consistent with their stated posture as moderate organizations interested in peace.
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