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Good afternoon and welcome to this special panel, “Infiltration and Deception: The Holy Land Foundation and the Muslim Brotherhood in America.”  I am Andrew Cochran, Co-Chairman of the Counterterrorism Foundation and Founder & Site Editor of the Counterterrorism Blog, and I am the moderator for today’s panel.  The Counterterrorism Blog (at Counterterrorismblog.Org) was the first multi-expert website dedicated solely to terrorism events and counterterrorism policies.  In keeping with that mission, the Counterterrorism Blog has been the forum for the disclosure and analysis of numerous details of the links between the Holy Land Foundation, Hamas, and the Muslim Brotherhood’s international financial network, as developed by the three organizations represented today, as well as by other CT Blog Contributing Experts.  After the recent mistrial was announced in Dallas, I thought it would be beneficial for these three organizations to present, in one live session, some of the key evidence of those links.  I want to thank the Chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee, the Honorable Bennie Thompson of Mississippi, for sponsoring the use of this room today, and want to thank his counsel, Jake Olcott, and staffperson Galen Bean and the House Administrative staff and Catering unit for their assistance.  I also want to introduce our other co-sponsors of this event: from the Nine-Eleven Finding Answers Foundation (hereinafter referred to as “NEFA”), Mr. David Draper, Director of Strategic Operations, and Mr. Ronald Sandee, Director of Analysis and Research; and from the International Assessment and Strategy Center (or “IASC”), Mr. Thor Ronay, President, who is also a Director of the Counterterrorism Foundation.  The web address for the NEFA Foundation is NEFAFoundation.Org, and for IASC is StrategyCenter.Net.  I also want to thank my colleagues at GAGE International, the consulting firm where I make my living representing clients with homeland security, high-tech, and counterterrorism interests, for their support. 
Now, the standard disclaimer: None of the presentations here today represent the official views of the organizations represented; they are purely the personal views of the individuals making the presentations.  So if you don’t like what you hear, blame the speaker, not the group.

Our three presenters today are Douglas Farah of the NEFA Foundation, Michael Fechter of the Investigative Project on Terrorism, and Jeffrey Breinholt of the IASC.  Each will have 15-20 minutes to discuss a particular angle, and then we’ll go to questions.  I’ll Start by introducing Doug.
In addition to his role as an investigative consultant with the NEFA Foundation, Doug is a consultant and freelance writer on terror finance and national security issues.  He is one of the original Contributing Experts to the Counterterrorism Blog and shares the Site Editor duties there with me, and is also a director of the Counterterrorism Foundation.  For two decades, Doug was an award-winning foreign correspondent and investigative reporter for the Washington Post and other publications, covering Latin America and West Africa.  In March 2000, Farah was named West Africa bureau chief for The Washington Post, where in November 2001 he broke the story of al Qaeda's ties to diamond and weapons networks. That work resulted in his first book, “Blood From Stones.”  His most recent work is “Merchant of Death,” co-authored with Stephen Braun, about Russian arms merchant Viktor Bout.  
Next we turn to Michael Fechter, currently website editor of the Investigative Project on Terrorism, the group founded and directed by Steven Emerson.  Before that, he spent 17 years at the Tampa Tribune, where he led investigations into the University of South Florida's involvement with a think tank formed by Sami Al-Arian. Fechter followed the Al-Arian story through the professor's 2003 indictment and 2005 trial. Other investigations included a church-based Ponzi scheme that collapsed, wiping out thousands of investors throughout the country, and some illegal campaign finance activity by the founders of the Outback Steakhouse chain.  Yesterday, the IPT posted a scoop on potential bullying inside the Holy Land trial jury room, which you can find on the IPT site and also on The Counterterrorism Blog.
Our third panelist is Jeffrey Breinholt, Senior Fellow and Director of National Security Law at IASC while on a one-year assignment from the Department of Justice, National Security Division. Jeff is also a Contributing Expert on The Counterterrorism Blog and a director of The Counterterrorism Foundation.  Until June 2007, Jeff served as Deputy Chief of the Counterterrorism Section at DOJ. Shortly after 9/11, he was appointed head of the Department of Justice’s terrorist financing enforcement program, and helped found a special FBI unit devoted to U.S.-based fundraising by international terrorist organizations.  He also managed a team of financial prosecutors within the Counterterrorism Section dedicated to prosecuting material support crimes.  He is the author of several articles and two books, Counterterrorism Enforcement: A Lawyer’s Guide, and his new book is Taxing Terrorism, From Al Capone to Al Qaida: Fighting Violence Through Financial Regulation.
